
La Silla Weekly Meeting 20110215  
Prepared by: JFL 

   
 Meeting Participants 

DVE (ACHS) PIA (PAO) ASA BAH JFL 

     

  
  
 La Silla Problems Report: On Going 
LPRS 

TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010363 2p2 The wfwacu Work station located in the Feros 
room is not working. 

Assigned to IT 

010359 HARPS LN2 Dewar Level Sensor failed The sensor was repaired by JVI. Monitoring. 
010354 GEN Veritas problems JUR: Problem was reproduced remotely, last turno, but still no time has been 

assigned for further troubleshooting.  To be investigated. 
010352 2.2m Combined Offset failed The telescope did not go back to original position after applying an offset. To be 

tested in next technical time. 
010334 2.2m IfControl - A fatal error occurred. JUR: According to the TCS log, the first failure was caused by M2 focus preset 

command, which is a known issue.  Then ifControl recovered by itself and 
accepted several other commands, but then at 5:11 prsControl (preset control) 
was terminated with signal 15 for no apparent reason after completing. 
Monitoring. 

010331 NTT keyword heater power in AUTREP Waiting for scripts generated by AGO to be archived. 
010322 FEROS Feros cannot take exposures with the ADCA IN PSI: For some unknown reason, the limit switch that defines the "park" position 

for the scsm mirror has changed position. This switch is used by the hardware to 
prevent collisions with the ADC unit, thus the hardware will not move the ADC 
if the "park" position is not active on the scsm function. However, the original 
park position was defined at 2000 enc, and now the park limit switch is 
activated at <=1000 enc. We don't know why this has changed, but until we 
have a chance to examine the mechanics (dismounting WFI and Feros adapter) 
we have changed the "park" position to 1000 enc in the Feros configuration file 
femcfgICS.cfg 
We will monitor this until we can do the inspection. 
Kept Open until inspected 

010320 2.2m TCS panels frozen PSI:As planned, on Nov. 24 the VME CPU was replaced with a spare in order to 
see if this problem reappears (same as LPRS010313). We should keep this 
LPRS open in monitoring for a few weeks to see if this action made any 
difference. 
JFL: Please keep monitoring until Feb 28 2011 when it can be closed if it does 

not occur again. 
010311 SOFI Missing program ID in the headers of SofI 

calibration frames 
JUR: script ready, it reports to a terminal in wsofi every hour (between 1 and 9 
UT), whether the number of SOFI fits files equals the number of SOFI fits files 

containing PROG ID keyword.  The script will verify if all SOFI fits 
CURRENTLY present in $INS_ROOT/SYSTEM/DETDATA (BUT NOT in 

DETDATA/2011-01-xx!)  
010307 SOFI SOFI noise problem Electronic noise appears at random positions on the SOFI detector. (rotator = -

155 degrees) 
This noise affects 2 quadrants and it doesn't seem to depend on the position of 
the rotator. 
Left open to get an idea of its recurrence 

    
    
010261 2.2m WFI filter error doesn’t abort DOME FLAT 

OB 
IKA needs time to look into the code. Not possible now. On hold. 

    
 
 La Silla Problems Report: Last Weeks  NTT 
LPRS 

TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010367 NTT Fallback Init mode activated for unknown reasons in Mask/Slit 
wheel 

PSI: please log here any new occurrences of this problem (with 
this function or other ones). 
 

010368 FEROS Fibers shifted in the slit? JFL: ISA confirmed that the spectrum looks fine in the CCD 
compared with previous ones, what makes unlikely that the 
fibers have moved. I also checked the calibration unit and, with 
the exception of a minor readjustment on the red FF lamp, all 
lamps and selection mirror look OK. 
VA Rodolfo Barba reduced again data from 6/02 which were 
originally OK and got shifted lines in the new reduction. This 
aims to a problem in the DRS. I reassigned the LPR to DHA. 
JFL: VA R. Barba could identify that the problem came from a 
wrong identification of the orders from the FF calibration. With 
the kind help of Mr. Oliver Schuetz who gave us the hint to 
modify the DRS init.prg file, I could edit the script to skip one 



column (the wrong one) and so allow identifying a weak one at 
the blue side. I copied the original file to init20110213JFL.prg. 
I included the email I got from Oliver Schuetz with the 
suggested changes in the LPRS. 
I suggest monitoring for a couple of days and then closing it. 
Important remark: besides the support from Oliver, the help we 
got from VA Rodolfo Barba was crucial to understand and solve 
this problem. 

 
 
 La Silla Technical Action Points 
Telescope 
/General/ 
Safety 

Create 
Date Problem Short Description Action Status Responsible Deadline 

HARPS 26.1.11 01526 The installation of a tip-tilt 
table, requires the implementation of 
a dedicated software. 
 

To definetly install the tip-tilt table software as part 
of the 3.6m control system. 
 

New Software Not 
assigned 

General 11/1/11 01525 Relocate Dome Status file 
“dome.last” to a more reliable machine 

PSI and GVA are discussing and advance in this TAP 
Assigned Software 01/04/11 

General 9/01/11 01524 Installation of cable channel 
and power for Safety Cameras 
system 

Duct and cables are ready for hotel and D4 Assigned AWR 31/03/11 

NTT 4/14/09 Reflections from filters due to 
different angle from the wheel used 
at 3.6m 

JPI promised to have it ready asap. Still waiting. Assigned
. Pending 

Mechanics 
(Paranal) 

8/30/09 

General 9/13/09 The freeze of VLT and/or MIDAS 
software with their libraries in La 
Silla and the corresponding 
hardware potential failure. 

Not done in August. Waiting for a new date to be 
tested in the NTT Assigned

. Pending 
Software/IT 
(Paranal) 

31/08/10 

 
 La Silla Change Requests NTT 

CRE Number Telescope 
- General Description Status 

LSO-CRE-
70400-0004 

NTT Improving NTT Fiber twister 
 

Waiting for fiber. To be implemented on March. 

 General Implementation of WIKI in La 
Silla TBC closed. 

LSO-CRE-ESO-
80010-0002 

General Sequential servers shutdown in 
case of emergency 

There are several comments that have to be addressed before the review can be closed 

 
 

 
 La Silla Projects  
Telescope/ Instrument 

DESCRIPTION Action 

3.6m HARPS Sec.Guiding No news.  
  

3.6m GP camera focus 
modification 

Next technical time on March 15th has been defined for the required modification of the GP 
camera focus  
 

 

 
 La Silla Miscellaneous 

Item DESCRIPTION 

Policlinic - The RCP training has finished with a regular attendance. DVE will ask doctor Valle if it is possible to change 
the training day to a Tuesday or Thursday in case a new training is organized. ACHS will invoice the rental of 
the manequi. 

- P. Geraldo is reincorporated after passing Ok the checks with his private Dr. and ACHS. 
- It has been detected a few cases where contractors can not do their medical checks because the contractor 

company is late in their payment to the health institution.  PIA (PAO) will send a copy of the letter sent by CPI 
to all contractor companies about the subject. 

- The small container with Hg (100 cc. approx.) will be send to PIA together with a bad battery pack to be 
disposed by the specialized company working for PAO. 

- First aid is not receiving the weekend contact list. It will be incorporate to the cc. list. 

Safety - Landing strip. We received again the visit of staff from DGAC who complaint (again) about the status of the asphalt 
carpet. Still not clear if ESO is responsible for maintaining the airfield in shape. 

Logistics Some confusion created from lslog@eso.org (logistic account) since some emails got no answer. Same case with other 
emails addressed to jduk and gihle only which could not be answered by J. Perez or J. Peralta.  

General The updating of REMEDY is ongoing. All NTT maintenance task and a big percentage of other telescopes and 
installations have been reassigned to the new created groups: DNOS, TMES-ELE, TMES_INS, TMES-MAN, TMES-
SYS, LOG. 
New work orders have to be searched now under these assigned team for NTT and with the new and old owners in 
other cases. 
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Prepared by: TMES-DNOS 
 

NTT EFOSC NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
 
NTT SOFI NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
 
NTT Telescope/Adapters/Dome/Hydraulics NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

07-14.02.11 FVA, PRO, 
GAG 

Daily inspect to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

9.12 AMA/ Not possible to initialize Rotator A. Power switch breaker inside the rotator rack was 
found down. It was set up again and the system starts to work properly. Possible 
cause is the Power failure that day in the morning. 

 

 
ASM                                      Dimm                                                                                                        ASM                 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
 
 

3.6M HARPS 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

8 -11.2 AMA  Working looking for elements to assemble a basic 24 power supply to put in the 
pressure air control of tip tilt table.  

 

01.13 JFL Polarimeter unit gets stuck once in a while.  The adapter will be opened on 
Tuesday 15/02 to inspect it. 

010370 

 
3.6M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

07-14.02.11 GAG, BAH Daily inspect to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 
 

2.2M WFI 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
 
2.2M FEROS 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

10.01 JFL Problems with the online reduction. The problem was reported as a possible shift of the fibre 
but if was confirmed later that it has the same origin as the failure in the DRS.IVO has 
looked into the system but nothing has been found. 
I spent a lot of time with the VA to do a better diagnostic of the problem. So far, it is 
confirmed that the DRS is faulty since data from 08/02. Reductions from 7/02 which gave 
good values produces wrong values when reduced again with the DRS. The problem from 
finally traced to a wrong order identification from the FF spectrum. Following instructions 
from Mr. Oliver Schuetz I modified the init.prg script to avoid the identification of the bad 
order (many thanks to Mr. Schuetz). The original script was saved as init20110213JFL.prg 
in the same directory where it was. 

010368 

    
2.2M GROND 2.2M 

Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

2011-02-14 ASA Grond autoguider camera failed 010369 
 
2.2M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

07-14.02.11 PRO, GAG Daily inspect to building and telescope from Maximo (7 work order) M 

 
1.54M Danish 1.54M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 



    

 
 
REM LN2 System/Telescope/Instrument REM 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

08.02.11 BAH, AMA Change Dewar’s LN2  

13.02.11 LWE, AMA, 
JFL 

Change Dewar’s LN2. Detected wrong value in LN2 level detector.  

Schmidt QUEST Cam/Telescope/Dome/Hydraulics Schmidt 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

8-10.2 AMA Some help to David Rabinowitz related to the electronic EMI noise shielding at the 
QUEST Camera. 

8-10.2 

25.01 JFL The spare cryohead for QUEST camera was taken from the warehouse and left in 
the Schmidt control room. 

 

 
Other Tel National Telescopes Instrument/Dome/Hydraulics Other Tel 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
General NTCCD General 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
 
Site General Maintenance and Infrastructure Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

07-14.02.11 ERI/RSA Maintenance Hotel building  
09-11.02 External 

Prov. 
To star with installation new ground lines sub station Pajonales  

10.02.11 FVA, BAH Change new mufas for protection transformed 110/23 Kv, sub station Pajonales   
24-25.01 JFL LSO time system (old report), information to avoid misunderstandings. In my 

previous shift I made further investigations in the La Silla Cerme central clock. The 
drift of +/- 100 ms per day (running slower) was produced by a fault in the COFA 
board of the FRU unit which controls the VCO frequency.  The board was repaired 
and also a spare found with the same fault (repaired too). The clock is not 
synchronized with the GPS but the 1 PPS signal is used as a reference to see the 
drift in an oscilloscope, by comparing the 1 PPS from the CERME UT and the 
GPS. The UT time can be synchronized to GPS reference sync by pressing the 
SYNC button un the FRU unit  but it is not clear what it will do with the ST time. 
Now the drift of the free running clock of the FRU unit is less than 1 msec per day 
and we should check the synchronization every second month, what has been 
implemented in a maintenance task from Remedy. 

 

 
Site Logistics / Safety / Security Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

08-11.02.11 ERI, RSA Change receptacle shower room 711   
 
 
Misc. Miscellaneous Misc. 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

12-14.2 AMA Collecting elements and info to start to work in the 220 Remote Control via ADAM 
6060. 

 

07-14.02.11 FVA, PRO, 
BAH 

6  WO From Maximo Preventive Maintenance electric and mechanic M 

13.02.11 LWE Refilling Dewar LN2 , Swiss, NTT  
08.02.11 RFL Maintenance pump  fire sub station tel. 3.60  
09.02.11 FVA, BAH Power cut  programmed by maintenance sub station pajonales, and returned 

Friday 11 at midday  
 

08-11.02.11 ERI, RSA, 
PRO 

Continuation of installation works of electric trays in D4, for installation cameras  

13.01 JFL The SEST antenna was still energized with no apparent reason. A couple of devices were 
permanently active (blower, power supply). I shut off the energy from the main breaker. 

 

11-13.01 JFL Introductions to VA Filomena Bufano and Jucira Penna (NTT)  
 JFL Changes in REMEDY: the work order generation was modified to assign to the new 

created groups:  
DNOS Day and night operations support  
TMES-INS Instruments support  
TMES-SYS System engineers (operations)  
TMES-MAN Technical maintenance, mechanics, electricity, infrastructure.  

 



TMES-ELE Electronics  
LOG logistics 
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List of Acronyms 

AGO: Andrés González TMES 
ALE: Angélica León DNOS 
AMA: Agustin Macchino   TMES 
API: Aldo Pizarro  ELC (Paranal) 
ASA: Ariel Sánchez DNOS 
BAH: Bernardo Ahumada TMES 
CSP: Christian Spille SAFETY (Paranal) 
DVE: Doralisa Vejar ECHAS 
EMA: Eduardo Matamoros DNOS 
EVE: Enrique Vera TMES 
FCA: Francisco Cáceres DNOS 
 

FLA: Francisco Labraña DNOS 
FOL: Francisco Olivares MEC (Paranal) 
FRO: Francisco Rodríguez MEC (Paranal) 
FVA: Francisco Valdivia ESENER 
GAG: Gregorio Aguilera SERVITODO 
GIH: Gerardo Ihle 
GES: Gerardo Smith ESENER 
JAL: Javier Alarcón DNOS 
JCU: Javier Cuellar ESENER 
JDU: Javier Duk SLAS 
JFI: José Figueroa MEC (Paranal) 
 
 
 

JFL: Juan Fluxá TMES 
JPI: Juan Carlos Pineda MEC (Paranal) 
JUR: Josefina Urrutia SOF (Paranal) 
JVA: Javier Valenzuela   ODT (Paranal) 
JVI: Jorge Vilaza   TMES 
LGA: Leonardo Gallegos DNOS 
LWE: Luis Wendegass TMES 
MVA: Manuel Valle ECHAS 
MCA: Mónica Castillo DNOS 
PIA: Andrés Pizarro SAFETY (Paranal) 
MPI: Manuel Pizarro DNOS 
 

PAR: Pablo Arias DNOS 
PLS: Paul Le Saux DNOS 
PSI: Peter Sinclaire  TMES 
VAO: Oscar Varas TMES 

 


